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Leave93436.org​

 A California Nonprofit Public Benefit Organization​

 EIN: 39-3822308​

 Federal Public Charity Status: 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)​

 Serving the Vandenberg Village and 93436 Community 

Date: December 5th 2025 

 Congressman Salud Carbajal​

 District Office 

Subject: Request for Congressional Assistance – USPS ZIP Code Boundary Review 

Dear Congressman Carbajal, 

We are requesting Congressional assistance regarding a ZIP code boundary review for the communities 

of Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, and Mesa Oaks. These areas are currently assigned the Lompoc ZIP 

code (93436) despite being unincorporated communities with distinct governance, taxation, service 

structures, and formally recognized jurisdictional boundaries. 

Residents face significant problems caused by the misalignment of the ZIP code: 

1.​ Incorrect 1% City of Lompoc sales tax is routinely applied to residents who do not live within city 

limits. 

2.​ Emergency services routing and address confusion have been documented by residents. 

3.​ ZIP code misalignment creates ongoing issues of misrepresentation in planning, housing, and 

school district matters. 

In June 2025, we submitted a formal request to: 

USPS California 2 District Office​

 28201 Franklin Pkwy​

 Santa Clarita, CA 91383 

The request included a supporting resolution from the Vandenberg Village CSD.​

 To date, USPS has not responded. We respectfully request that your office initiate a Congressional inquiry 

to the USPS Address Management System (AMS) and obtain: 

●​ Confirmation of receipt 

●​ The status of our ZIP code boundary review request 

●​ Next procedural steps required by USPS​

 

Leave93436.org #1120  
2950 Broad Street San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

http://leave93436.org


3  
We appreciate your assistance in ensuring our communities receive fair, accurate, and reliable 

services. 

Respectfully,​

 Leave93436.org​

 A California 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) Public Charity​

 EIN 39-3822308  
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The below maps clearly demonstrate that the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District – Division 3 is 

not an arbitrary region, but a formally established governmental boundary already in active use by Santa 

Barbara County and multiple state and regional agencies.  These lines were drawn by the county itself and 

adopted in public processes. 

Division 3 Is a Pre-Existing, Government-Defined Boundary 

Santa Barbara County has already evaluated, designated, and published the boundaries of Division 3. 

These boundaries: 

●​ Are used for water governance 

●​ Are recognized in county electoral maps 

●​ Are acknowledged in planning and land-use documents 

●​ Are used by state conservation agencies 

●​ Match the practical geography of the communities they serve​

 

The boundary is not hypothetical. It is already codified in county documents, displayed on county 

geographic information systems, and used operationally. 

This is important because it means a ZIP code adjustment would not be creating a new community 

boundary. It would simply align USPS records with an existing, government-recognized jurisdictional 

structure.  
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Government Agencies Already Differentiate These Areas 

Several agencies already treat Division 3 as distinct from the City of Lompoc: 

1. Santa Barbara County 

Uses Division boundaries for: 

●​ Electoral divisions 

●​ Water district governance 

●​ Local service areas 

●​ Land-use management 

2. Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District 

Administers Division 3 separately for: 

●​ Resource allocation 

●​ Water rights 

●​ Public services 

3. CDTFA (State Tax Authority) 

As the tax maps show: 

●​ 3745 Constellation Rd is explicitly classified as UNINCORPORATED AREA – SANTA BARBARA 

●​ City of Lompoc addresses are classified separately​

 

Multiple maps confirm that the county and state already differentiate between these jurisdictions. 

4. Emergency Services and Special Districts 

Local agencies already use: 

●​ The Santa Ynez River 

●​ CA-1 

●​ Purisima Road as practical boundaries for dispatch, resource allocation, and planning.  
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A ZIP Code Adjustment Would Simply Formalize These Boundaries 

Right now, USPS is the only major system still treating Division 3 as if it were part of the City of Lompoc.​

 This creates: 

●​ Incorrect taxation 

●​ Misclassification of jurisdiction 

●​ Emergency routing confusion 

●​ Administrative errors 

●​ Misrepresentation of population and service needs​

 

Aligning the ZIP code with Division 3 would: 

●​ Not redraw any lines 

●​ Not change any county boundaries 

●​ Not create a new community​

 

It would only make USPS consistent with Santa Barbara County, the State of California, and the agencies 

that already rely on these officially adopted lines. 
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Map 1 — 2012 Division Boundaries of the Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District 

URL: 
https://streamline.imgix.net/9760e040-6fbc-4997-98a7-ba9ae7fad585/c562a396-93d6-4f33-92
b0-5013ec763415/2012%20Division%20Boundaries.jpg 

Commentary:​
 This map displays the five formally adopted divisions of the Santa Ynez River Water 
Conservation District, established through Resolution No. 634 (March 7, 2012). Division 
boundaries were drawn by Santa Barbara County and SYRWCD engineers based on hydrology, 
land use, and community structure. Notably, Division 3 (green) covers: 

●​ Vandenberg Village 
●​ Mission Hills 
●​ Burton Mesa 
●​ Unincorporated lands north and east of Lompoc​

 

These boundaries have been legally recognized for over a decade and are actively used in 
regional governance.​
 A ZIP code realignment would simply formalize boundaries that the County already uses.1 
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Map 2 — Western Management Area (WMA) Subareas – SGMA Groundwater Basin 

URL: 
https://streamline.imgix.net/6df12021-59aa-4027-b887-c3aee76d05ea/bd85667a-e788-4518-8
ae8-9f4111f88ded/WMA-HCM-WMA%20Subareas.png 

Commentary:​
 This map shows the subareas of the Western Management Area (WMA) within the larger Santa 
Ynez River Valley Groundwater Basin. Under California’s Sustainable Groundwater Management 
Act (SGMA), WMA is a state-recognized hydrologic jurisdiction, not a local guess or informal 
boundary. Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, and Burton Mesa fall under Burton Mesa, Lompoc 
Upland, and adjacent WMA regions, while the City of Lompoc sits within a different hydrologic 
zone (Lompoc Plain). 

This confirms that the communities currently sharing ZIP 93436 are already separated by state 
environmental law and resource management agencies.​
 A ZIP update would align USPS records with SGMA-mandated regional distinctions.​
 2 
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Map 3 — Updated 2020 Western Management Area GSA Boundary Map 

URL: 
https://streamline.imgix.net/6df12021-59aa-4027-b887-c3aee76d05ea/0d7d9d5e-758e-4794-8
e8c-deb33cc03b46/MAP-WMA%20updated%202020-10.jpg 

Commentary:​
 This updated map, prepared for the WMA Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA), reinforces 
the formally recognized territory of the WMA. It clearly outlines: 

●​ The WMA jurisdiction (gold shading) 
●​ City of Lompoc municipal boundary (gray shading) 
●​ Vandenberg Village CSD (brown) 
●​ Mission Hills CSD (green)​

 

The Santa Ynez River forms a natural southern boundary for the WMA communities, while the 
City of Lompoc is geographically and administratively distinct. This demonstrates a second 
independent agency (WMA GSA) drawing boundaries that separate Division 3 communities 
from the City of Lompoc.  ZIP 93436 is the only federal system still combining them.​
 3 
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Map 4 — SGMA GSA Management Areas for the Entire Santa Ynez River Valley Basin 

URL: 
https://streamline.imgix.net/6df12021-59aa-4027-b887-c3aee76d05ea/85f878ac-4da8-43a3-9c
f0-6055784ec51a/MAP-GSAs%20of%20Basin.jpg 

Commentary:​
 This basin-wide map identifies the three officially designated Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies (GSAs): 

●​ WMA — Western Management Area 
●​ CMA — Central Management Area 
●​ EMA — Eastern Management Area​

 

The WMA section (west) includes all of Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, and the Burton Mesa 
region, while the City of Lompoc sits on the border of WMA and CMA but is treated separately 
for groundwater governance. 
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This confirms that state-level agencies already recognize distinct community regions that do 
not correspond to the outdated ZIP 93436 boundary. The ZIP code currently lumps together 
communities that every other government body treats as functionally and legally separate. 
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EVIDENCE SUMMARY – ZIP CODE MISCLASSIFICATION & INCORRECT TAXATION 

Prepared for the Office of Congressman Salud Carbajal 

Communities Impacted: Vandenberg Village, Mission Hills, Mesa Oaks (Unincorporated Santa 
Barbara County)​
 ZIP Code: 93436 (Shared with the City of Lompoc) 

 

1. CDTFA Jurisdiction Conflict (Primary Evidence) 

The California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA) clearly distinguishes 
between: 

A. Vandenberg Village – Correct tax rate: 7.75% 

●​ Address checked: 3745 Constellation Rd 
●​ Listed as UNINCORPORATED AREA – SANTA BARBARA 
●​ Displayed rate: 7.75% 
●​ Screenshot provided (CDTFA Map 1)​
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B. City of Lompoc – Tax rate: 8.75% 

●​ Address checked: 1305 N H Street 
●​ Listed as LOMPOC (City Jurisdiction) 
●​ Displayed rate: 8.75% 
●​ Screenshot provided (CDTFA Map 2)​

 

Meaning: 

CDTFA formally recognizes that Vandenberg Village is not within Lompoc’s taxing jurisdiction.​
 However, retailers override CDTFA due to USPS ZIP classification, resulting in mis-taxation and 
misidentification.  
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Private Citizen Mis-Taxation Example (US3486096.pdf) 

In addition to the Vandenberg Village Community Services District being routinely misclassified 

and over-taxed, private residents within the 93436 ZIP code are also being charged the City of 

Lompoc’s higher 8.75% sales tax, despite living entirely outside city limits in unincorporated 

Santa Barbara County, where the correct rate is 7.75%. 

A review of invoices sent to a Vandenberg Village address (3745 Constellation Rd) 

demonstrates that vendors automatically assign the Lompoc city tax rate solely because of the 

shared ZIP code. For example: 

●​ The invoice on page 15 shows the application of “District Tax, State Tax, and County Tax” 

at rates consistent with Lompoc’s 8.75% jurisdiction, even though the shipment is to an 

unincorporated address in Vandenberg Village.​

 

●​ This pattern is repeated across invoices dated July 2024 – September 2025, confirming 

a systemic ZIP-driven misclassification that neither the resident nor the vendor can 

correct. 

This case illustrates that mis-taxation caused by ZIP code boundaries is not limited to 

government agencies—it is affecting private citizens, homeowners, and local ratepayers every 

time they make a taxable purchase online or through major distributors. 

The ZIP code is the root cause.​

 Government agencies (CDTFA, Santa Barbara County) recognize the area as unincorporated, but 

USPS data causes billing systems to default to City of Lompoc taxes, creating a long-running 

financial burden on residents. 
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2. Commercial Taxation Evidence – Retailers Treat Vandenberg Village and 
surrounding unincorporated areas as Lompoc 

National vendors apply Lompoc city taxes to Vandenberg Village addresses because of the 
shared ZIP code (93436). 

A. Univar Solutions (Multiple Invoices) (Attached) 

All chemical shipments to Vandenberg Village CSD (3745 Constellation Rd / 704 Hwy 1) include: 

●​ District Tax 
●​ State Tax 
●​ County Tax​

 

These are applied using ZIP-based jurisdiction rather than the correct unincorporated status. 

Examples: 

●​ Invoice dated Sept. 23, 2025 shows District Tax, State Tax (6%), County Tax (1.25%). 
●​ Invoices from July 2025, May 2025, Feb 2025, Dec 2024, Oct 2024 show similar patterns.​

 (All citations included in attached packet.)​
 

Interpretation: 

VVCSD is consistently billed as though it is within the City of Lompoc due to ZIP 
misclassification. 

3. Famcon Pipe & Supply Evidence (Multiple Invoices) (Attached) 

Invoices to 3745 Constellation Rd across 2024–2025 show sales tax applied identical to City of 
Lompoc’s rate base. 

Examples include invoices dated: 

●​ Nov. 19, 2025 – Tax: $57.75 
●​ Oct. 30, 2025 – Tax: $99.75 
●​ Oct. 23, 2025 – Tax: $32.03 
●​ June 12, 2025 – Tax: $464.36 
●​ Feb. 17, 2025, Dec. 2, 2024, Nov. 7, 2024, Oct. 28, 2024​

 

 

Interpretation: 
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Every invoice demonstrates that Vandenberg Village is being taxed as a city entity, not 
unincorporated.​
 This produces taxation without municipal representation, as VVCSD and its residents cannot 
vote for Lompoc’s tax measures.  
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Executive Summary 

Santa Barbara County has already done the work of defining coherent, logical, community-based 

boundaries for Division 3. These boundaries are not speculative; they are used today by county 

departments, state agencies, utilities, and emergency services. 

 

USPS is the outlier. 

 

A ZIP code realignment would simply bring USPS into alignment with existing governmental definitions, 

eliminating systemic errors caused by outdated ZIP boundaries drawn decades ago. 

 

We appreciate your assistance in ensuring our communities receive fair, accurate, and reliable services. 

 

 

Respectfully, 

​

 Leave93436.org​

 A California 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) Public Charity​

 EIN 39-3822308 
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